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FROM: John B en n itt
Sports News E d ito r  
Montana S ta te  U n iv e rs ity
FOR IMMEDIATE R EL EA SE :
MISSOULA.--Following a 7^-66  lo s s  to  Brigham Young Ifriiv ersity  a t  Provo, 
Utah, Montana's G r iz z l ie s  w i l l  be co n ce n tra tin g  on c o r r e c t in g  d e fe n siv e  
m istakes in  p rep aratio n  fo r  th e ir  f i r s t  home conference c o n te st o f  the 
season when th ey  host Denver U n iv e rs ity  Thursday n ig h t.
The G r iz z l ie s  showed th e ir  la c k  o f exp erien ce a t  BYU l a s t  weekend by 
g iv in g  away s e v e r a l easy  shots th a t  co n trib u ted  to  the C ougars’ im pressive 
50 per cen t f i e l d  g o a l average . The Montana cagers a ls o  su ffe re d  because 
o f the lo s s  o f th e ir  lead in g  sc o re r , Duane Ruegsegger, who remained a t  
home to  make up an Incom plete grade from l a s t  q u arter.
Whether or not the t a l l  sen io r from B i l l in g s  w i l l  see a c tio n  the r e s t  
o f th is  season w i l l  not be known u n ti l  la t e r  t h is  week when h is  grades are 
sen t to  the r e g is t r a r .  The tw o-year letterm an averaged 15.2  p o in ts-p e r-  
game fo r  coach F ro sty  Cox’ s squad in  s ix  p re-season  games.
Cox sa id  a f t e r  the BYU game th a t R u egsegger“s rebounding and sco rin g  
ta le n ts  would have helped the S l lv e r t ip s  in  th e ir  i n i t i a l  loop encounter. 
However, the Montana mentor commented th a t MSU d e fe n siv e  m istakes paved the 
way fo r  the BYU v ic to r y .
L ast weekend Denver s p l i t  a p a ir  by dumping Wyoming and then f a l l i n g  
to  Colorado Statev The P io n e ers, coached by Hoyt Brawner, sp o rt one o f  the 
lo o p ’ s top w on -lost record s in  re c e n t years but are l i k e l y  to  run hot and 
co ld  th is  season.
Like Montana, Denver fa c e s  a re b u ild in g  problem and w i l l  be fo rce d  
to  use shophomores and men who have seem com paratively l i t t l e  exp erien ce 
in  the p a st seasons.
Athletic MONTANA UNIVERSITY, Missoula
News Service——--------------------------------------------------------------------- -
A t le a s t  th ree  sophomores, Tim V e z ie , Lenny Reynolds and Dennis Hodge,
are slated; as prcbatrle s t a r t s  is T h o rsd ^ yn lg h t w ith  the remainder o f the
' . ■ ■ /  • '  ■ -
P ioneer f i v e  c o n s is tin g  o f sen io r veteran s Tom H o llis  and Bob Grinste&d* 
Other P ioneers l i k e l y  to  see a c tio n  are tr a n s fe r  cen ter W illiam  Mumma and 
guard Gary Baxstrom, both sophomores*
L ast season Montana and Denver s p l i t ,  the G r iz z l ie s  winning 70-67 
e a r ly  in  the season and the P ioneers winning 79-70 near the end o f the 
conference campaign*
11 a a WWW
MISSOULA --  Bobby Q 'B il lo v ic h  took over the G r iz z ly  sco rin g  lead  
l a s t  weekend as he topped a l l  sco re rs  in  Montana's bout w ith  BYU in  
adding 2k  p o in ts  to  the G r iz z ly  s id e  o f the seorebook.
The B utte ju n io r  a ls o  was the f i r s t  G r iz z ly  to  top the cen tury mark 
in  the cage sp o rt t h is  season., His 102 p o in ts  were 11 b e tte r  than previou s 
lead er Duane R u egsegger's  record* Ruegsegger, however, m issed the BYU game 
and s t i l l  claim s the top sco rin g  average fo r  the S i lv e r t ip s  this,* seaso n *
In rehiDunding b ig  Steve Lowry continues to  hold the team lea d  w ith  
a t o t a l  o f  98 takedowns* Dan S u lliv a n  has p u lle d  68 o f f  the boards. As 
a team, the MSU eagers have ©utrebounded th e ir  opponents 368 to  j O k  in  
seven games*
// a a WWW
Athletic 
News Service
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GRIZZLY STATISTICS --  For Seven Games
Name FGA-FGM FTA-FTM Reb. PF P ts Avg.
Duane R uegsegger, F 95-36 23-I9 17 91 15-2
Steve Lowry, C 6 *4-28 69-36 98 24 92 13.1
Bob 0 * B iI lo v ie h , G 109-38 31-26 21 25 102 14-6
Dan S u lliv a n , F 89-32 21-11* 68 16 78 l l o l
Ray L ucien , G 22-8 17-13 11 6 29 4 .1
Ron Q u illin g , G 26-13 4-3 13 13 29 4 .1
Butch H endricks, G 29-7 3-3 9 6 17 2 .3
Kay R oberts, F 16-6 10-6 • 27 3 18 2 .6
Paul M il le r ,  G 3-1 5-3 4 2 5 - - -




1 4 . . .
MONTANA TOTALS **59-171 185-123 368 116 465 66.4
OPPOSITION TOTALS 1*27-150 150-106 301* 139 406 58.0
II a h 
Itttlt
SILVER TIP SLANTSooooooooooo
When Denver comes to  the F ie ld  House Thursday n ig h t , t h e ir  t a l l  c e n te r , 
6-7  Bob G rin stead , may have a few second thoughts <> L a st season he broke 
h is  ankle p la y in g  a g a in s t  the G r iz z l ie s  and sco u tin g  re p o rts  In d ic a te  he 
s t i l l  fa v o rs  the o ld  I n ju r y <> The broken ankle kept him out o f a l l  but 
e leven  c o n te sts  l a s t  season and may have c o s t  him e a r ly  stardom fo r  the 
Pioneers .
In s p ite  o f  the G rizzlies®  lo s s  to  BYU l a s t  weekend, t h e ir  5® p o in t 
d e fe n siv e  average may s t i l l  p la ce  them among the nation®s top-tw en ty clu b s 
in  th a t  department.. Top d e fe n siv e  team thus f a r  t h is  season i s  Santa 
C la ra  w ith  an average o f 48 points-per-gam e fo r  th e ir  opponents <> A t the 
bottom o f the d e fe n siv e  5'top t w e n t y i s  Texas A&M w ith  an average o f  5808 
No oth er S k y lin e  club has been ab le  to  crack  e ith e r  the o ffe n s iv e  or 
d e fe n siv e  top twenty exce p t fo r  Utah, ranked number 11 o f fe n s iv e ly .
The G r iz z l ie s  h ost th ree  cage teams- in  f iv e  days beginning w ith  
Denver Thursday n ig h t. New Mexico comes to  the F ie ld  House Saturday n ig h t 
and Idaho com pletes the t r i o  o f  co n te sts  Monday nighto F ro sty  Cox's  
squad then t r a v e ls  to  S a lt  Lake fo r  c o n te sts  w ith  Utah S ta te  and Utah
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